Battle OK 3/HTOK - October 3, 1B61 


There were three battle known as the battles of the Greenbrier Ford, which 
tcok place at Travelers Repose, now known as Bartow. One woe October 3 , 1861, or.e 
Oct. 31, 1851, the other Dec. 12, 1861. Since tae first of these battles, the one 
of October 3, was the bluest one, that is the one we shell consider in this report. 

The first year of the war sew five battles in the Upper Trect, as upper 
Pocahontss was usually called at that time. The reason being th t the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Turnpike crossed the Greenbrier Velley at this place and it was one of 
the most important thoroughfares in the nation at the outbreak of the Civil War. 

It was well served by stage coach lines and it formed a favorite route for persons 
from the middle west who wished to go to Washington and other eastern points. 

Tea political significance of Western Virginia seceedlng from Virginia made 

tne passage of tae Allegneneys the most important spots to the military operations 
on both sides* 

The Federal army had already occuppled Tygaxts Talley In -Randolph, and the 
Confederates tarried into the Greenbrier Talley m Poeahontas. Their forBost 

peat .as at Travelers Repose. Th, ear*, .as called Barto, in honor or Col Fraud. 
S. Barto, of the 7th Georgia Segment »ho .as killed in the battle of Bull Run In 
duly 1661. The damp .as oemaaded by Gen. H. R. Jackson of Gargle, .ho no doubt 
named it in honor of his friend. 

Since the building of a snail to.n on this old battle field, the poatofflce 
or.ee known ns Travelers Repose was charged to Bertow. 

The Federe1 Army was camped at White’s Top of Shavers Cheat at an elevat.on 
:t 4,2J0 feet ’ About 20 miles east of them on the top cf t.enain Allegheney 
f-....ed the Cor.federctes ot am elevation of about 4,100 feet. The new soldiers t 
■..tired in sight of each other on these high teps. They lay there fer months in 
4 '•' eI 'i ar-d during that time had had but one skirmish. That was wmen the 

'--r.j c-icrates had attempted to cross Cheat at night and had gotten lost. 
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Camp Bartow was at the foot of the mountains. All three on t..e Staunton & 
r.rkersburg Turnpike. The Yeagers, Arbogaats, Elevens, Burners and fiouchins who owned 
this section of the county were all secessionists. In fact there was hardly a Union 
mer. in the whole of Greentank District. No where in the mountains were the Confederate 
States more solidly supported* 

Gen. Reynolds at Whites Top had on Sept. 13, protected the left flank of the arm/ 

£t nlkwater, and he had kept Loring from passing 90 he decided to qo some passing 
himself. He decided that he would march an army over and surround arid subdue 
Staunton. He ordered his men to prepare four days rations each, and on the morning of 
Oct. 3, 1661 at one o’clock A. M. he put his forces in motion and they marched down 
tne mountain to Durbin. He had about 5,000 troops and 6 batteries of big guns. His 
forces were: Hcwes* Battery, Loomis• Battery, Michigan Volunteer Battery, Damns’ 
Battery, Virginia Volunteer Artillery. 

24th, 25th, and 32 Ohio'Regiments 7th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 17th Indiana 
Reg* of Infantry* Robinsons Ohio Cavalry. Greenfield Pennsylvania Cavalry, Brackman # a 
Indiana Cavalry* 

Opposed to them were the Third Arkansas, First Georgia, Twelfth Georgia, Twenty- 
third Virginia, Rices Battery, Schumakers Battery, and the 31st Virginian of which 
Captain J. C. Arbogasts Greenbank Company was made up of local people (Hope to have a 
complete list of this Co. soon) 

The Feaerals got to Durbin about sun up and saw an advance guard under Col. 

-d^rd Johnson in front of than in or above the narrows which separates Frank from 
Durcin. They set up & cannon or two and Tired at them. Johnson fell beck end the 
rederela inarched up the road and through the fields. Johnson had his horse ahot and 
-c in this engagement. He hell the column up for an hour and it was not until 
-Enron had opened on him and a flanking movement started to his right that he 
retired to the main works at Camp Bartow. 
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1C ;;lo cf Bartow 

FsJernl srmy placed two b.U.ri.. In Croat of tae Couf.derot. breastworks, 
r ese batteries ears 6 guns in the meadow about half .ay from the Burner house to the 
^ *> rk and 2 guns on the other side of the turnpike. The Confederate batteries were 
on e lo „ Mn just behind Travelers Repose, where there are embankments still plainly 

to be seer.. 

B Lleute'nant .coding pieced . e» “ the al ” ctlJ In tr0Bt 

oI Repose, from .M.h he tlxti 90 rounde that day polpt-bl* 1 * .t the 

across tbs river bottom. Tbs Ms guns »* »P * r ™ “ ““ 

morning «ttl 3:30 lb tbs alt™. A rifle — «- Oobfsderstss sipsctsd to oo 
-ree. damage was a disappointment for after the first few rounds the tall stuck and 
could not he dislodged until Sergt. Timothy E. Stamps could get there from ,onterey. , 

T1 ,ere was more powder burned in ihe big guns that day than at any other battle in the 

mountains. It was a great dey for noise. 

But .11 this cannon firing .as meant to; cover up Infantry .or*. It .111 be 
remembered that the turnpike is am east and west road and that there is a north and 
south road paralleling tha river. This Enntereville road cornea to tb. turnpike at 

Travelers Repose* 

Gen. Reynolds proceeded to send Infantry against both ends of the fonfederate 
breaatrorke. It looks libs one could hardly call it a flanking movement for these 
detachments did not attest to bring in wide circles. It .as tb, plan to let the ertUlen 
keep everything hot along the turnpike, .bile his forces .ere to attack both end. of the 

confederate position. 

Jackson evidently erpected a .ids flung encirclement for he bed eert Ichneon up the 
river for more than a mile, and he .as clear above the place that the federal* ettanpted 

J 

to cress. _ 

Jackson entrusted the defense of his left (do.n the river) to Colonel Bust and his - 
Arkansas tr aps. It -111 be remembered that the Feder.l. had a right large order in that 

. . /MfOrtR fcrd the* river &Ld olinb a staep kixl to 

they had to change across wise open fiexas, rcra 

teke e fortified camp# 




•’ - r’W^LV,^rJ. 71_ 


e - i ^t 



I 


V ^ fit* s. KU«r 



:U of Bartow 


ffuat marched down ts*. . 

. “«U 1. had 4T..B „„ from t . o 

" “ “ «? ». bh.a p y th . _ 4 cf tb „ 

~" k * ”" d t0 ° k “ >«"- “• «* - «- hub be 

f °“ h1 ' “• r,aerSl h-**— «—»- « ™Pi S fir.. ... a regiment 
° T lr '“ tri ' lef * th ‘ rO0a the ***** •■“«*.». a„i march.d acroea tha „ 9 ea„ ; 
nM the r1 '" 103 ClM,,d tte hU1 - ®“ **«>« troopa, however, met the. at 


the crest of the hill Md th. regiment of Infantry went back and marched up tha 


hill on the other aide of the road. This movement of th, federal troopa moving 


first to the right, then to the left, puzmled the hrkaasas commander. There seamed 


to be a discussion as to what the orders were. 1 was warned afterwards that there 


had been a misunderstanding of orders. 

% 


Col. Richardson saying. "Ifr regiment is to attack on my right." "Not at 


ell", said Col. Wilder, "You are to attack the enemys right". This confusion of 


orders marked the turning point of the battle. Now both regiments were in the seme 
piece, and it therefor8 permitted the whole power of the Confederate artillery to be 


directed to one place. The federals could not face the fire and retreated in great 
confusion. Both regiments went into the woods at the north of the turnpike and added 


u ° confusion already in that quarter* 


The Confederates called this one of the greatest victories of that year. The 


-ederale called it a reconnissance in force. 


i* S 3 in killed and wounded, Federals 43, Confederates 52, including 13 missing. 


Tne Federals lost one stand of colors. 







S’. 




Spiv. 






A. 













-.lover laelr - 

Pocabonta? Courty 

CIVIL UTAH ~ 1 

C.pfin J. ». Mathews aerved in the war between the states B. 
had always ^pressed a desire J b . b „ lsd , CM , annt 

and according ..SI, wish hie body w.e drawn to the grew m . two _ 
horse wagon. few .u born In Pocahontas County in 1839 , na lt the ^ of 
21 he enlisted as a private in Co. 12Sth Virginia Infantry and saw 
service in many of the historic battle, of tie Civil '.Var. he on. 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Cbarle ston S. C. been placea „ uh 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal d.f.as. „ a th , 
att.chiug Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this' .««*- 
ing army. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in tl „ 
to avert any casualties. He died in Greenbrier County m 1930 ' 

Wednesday #*. 10 , 1934 Katnew JBta »c».,l celebrated this nineteeat 
birthday at the old XcBeel homestead where there has a John VcBe.l 
resided since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil War 
ana saw arduous and honorable service. He Is the last remaining member 

Of Captain W. I. Kennels' Company of soldiers-Porabcntas Time, 

No where in the mountains were the Confederate State, more solidly 
supported then in the Greenbank community in fact there was hardly . 
nnion man- found in the whole ccmtunity. TheSrst year of the war 1861 
confederate Veteran, Comply of th6 Virginia 31st Begin.* must.rld 
i-he service 63 all volunteers. In the second year of the war company 
OS Idlers, all six feet tall except Jaxea Aighe. and Robert 
‘° fenbarger, practically all from the Greenb.uk District. Company ». 

!“ ° f “* ^ 3l3t ■* ». 4th Brigade of Btce.aH 

‘ : ' V Ma 4rmy UndBr th ° 00,mand ° f K ° b =Ft 2. lee. Fhe Union soliier. 

* itted that they could always tell when they had to confront the 31st 

” S "” n ‘ ° f «*—. due to the fact that the Impace was 

a * a .'S stubborn and irresistible. 
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It .111 b. that th. »1„ of Er.mton „ , 

- .It. a. M.Z .na that t„.' =onrede rat0 aray ftu back ^ 34 

Alimony, ana ..nt to building c.bin, .. p 

and building batteries. thS ’' Inter ' a " d f^tlfylng 

^ Idea of the Confederates in to tha Top ■ 

*° P '" SMt " *«- in behind theK i J SShe " 7 BiS 

^ road, and the Orsenhanh Win road. Plckets ^ ^ 

the Greenbank road and on th r ° Pl 306(3 down 

—- - -r;: ^rr.r Tte ™ - ti “ 

7 ^ - •-*«* ° the dlil To ^ 

« *" — a *«*• that it „oh W J. .t. " WOCkWe 

The °° liler ° CUt 4o ™ ^ mannoth hemloch aerosT L7 ^ ^ 

four miles. ^ soldiers said that it „as the 1 

After the it too* the road hands aboat ^ *“ «“ 

road was also blockaded. * G reenbank aountai 

Hds in the engagement on Ton Ai lo , 

soldiers, Wiliam slayton ^ “ 7 lha »« ^federates 

but was found two days laten b M CreDt ^ “ the bjsh fc ° die, 

«ys later by his comrades w v,~ 

log soldiers. f h eir attention ‘ " ere S “ rchln S f°r miss 

- -... .»:r ;:in:;::: “ »■■• - - «• 

SlnS a ^ b ®f°he he died but he ' ” t0ld ^ th ° PSh be ’ roul ‘ J 

» «U he remembered;: 17” ^ — • 

of the battle „ ela b ^ ° f ... in the 

- — »as stayin/l:;:;™ u rr “ km - “ - 

Beard - a dau ^=h or John Yeager, ^ "* ^ ^ ' 

lDg befora <3ayli ght by the lo d t ! ^ ^ ln tha »°™- 

^ l-aady f or ba J la ^ ^ °' ^ -Idiers. Xhey mere 

**» Meager house then 2 ^ breaSt «"^ J-* hash 

-a. 
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oraarod th . lnn>tej t 

-‘ '■•■“"• 'V' 1 * out. m» n tfc . 0te0 , hou “» th * 

found the house riddled with bullet., o ’ ^ ''' th * tb »T 

■’ “"n™ »» 1 1 *"« house „ as mied| ' ° ne COrn "' “ aS b “ dl y aa "^0<J by 

' « - -*— - »oyi::;:r; rrr 

in the house # ‘ 1 the Sol diers died 

’• t "“ ° r ““ “"ion forees after the ‘ 
tone Hetreat" and l ed to the exposition or .the ^ *, "* ^ •“ ^ 

2".^ WhiCh WSS Col ”Posed by two C onfe(Ji=pafc ° ^ tUn6 ° f the 

Sutton and Hebert Ifclfenbarger ea ao:H I( = r.eorge E. 

- ™ - notreat, but « ? ^ ^ to give 

«* aftenwards' that th d ^ It 

* - -—^ *:•«■ ^ 

- «-t tfy found . barrel or two 2 7^ ^ «“ *» «». *.t 

and wouldn't march a step until it “ ^ “ ““ home 

filled, a, unreasonable thing about "l,* 11 C ° nSm ” ed “ d thelr canteens 

°V° P AU — - - Perhaps 2000 — * the- 

^ * W “ «* -her from dayli sht ‘ *“* »ou la etan. 

r;; 1 "- ** « «11 be remembered Z ^ ^ ^ « 

b " h ° f ° Dght — —eurs m tSe . t ^ ^ ° f tha and the 

7 SrJllBd - - *ad not learned the 7 ^ ^ 

Grant ‘ The ^noting must have b ^ ta0tl « ° f '«*«., he, 

company who cut the timber m 2 “ ^ «» i-er 

2 ~ f- ^ - oannon b, ^ ^ « tree, 

0t ^ th “ ^ « cattle. US ’ — - said to be entity 

Pr ° m: 

0 f|«* r&o* 0, s b 

££?*«* U ST 






The ejcr-erienca of a soldier «t- f-v,,. 

i66s - a ™ towi - t. tak : M^;:i a T^:; in 

Mount ‘ ln passoa nw his - **■*>*. — toa *. , lth . fla . 

K ;;:; d h< “'; hich he pi>coa in **>«■•<* - —*.««- tw. nty oaa 
« a forced »arch to the battlefield where he had a fa. houra re 

and was than envolred in the battle, fhe Confederates Seated and 

“ mMl iate at - ieht -»——* -u Just outstao of 
h “ £ - M1 soldier in 24 hoars had walked o„r do ml les and 

r 0I8 “ “ battl '- BelnS read7ft,r —h- looked for 
■» ■» sad found that there was nothing but a rock. Just before the 

sttle While he was taking a nap, so m e comrade had stolen his has, 

r T “ " Ith ^ ^ «- «» — -her of P o z. 

« -is stone he had been defending against onsiaught and which’ 

he had carried «n +.va»„ na willc “ 

ea a11 these weary miles. 


Pocahontas Times 
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* 11 ?jus young Sr. Of stonv Creek who h * 

-- ^ ^ «« -7 relatives an, 
neutrality. For this he , 8t Daas , ’ ‘ e " Pte,d Strlot 

He had some skill aa ° Cal <mlmo8ltle s« 

neighbors to call for “ h 6 '"" 0 0USt ™‘^ ^r the 

aipthe-i. „ d oth . P ng the aroaaful «P«^C of 

th. ear. X* ... ^ ““ ^ 

on S eve go that he anS * e - rlng a Cal1 “®*cy to a family living 

fc ° cnat he was met at the Griers •. 

sympathisers and aoldi er d ° b7 “ party ° r Confederate 

and soldiers and put under arrest. He „a= 

^ J611 “ Huntersville, thence conveyed favor “ 001111,163 

l6t » ^ * confederate soldier ^ **“ 

SiShland. Hr Young sickened ^ ^ “ ° take hl ” “> 

H-e„ m Hichmond. His end *as no doubt hL^ T ^ ^ 

over unjust imprisonment, as much as bv ^ 

*y « prisoner of wa r re „ nenessary hardship endured 

v.ar, removed from the free enw 

mountain country. He ,. s by principle antWe “* 

as pro-federal. ^e^7, and therefor© classed 


Pocahontas Times- 

' U S. 8, 1918. Norman Price. 




